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taking part in their hufband's buiinefs. This expe*
rience could not be obtained by keeping in con*
cealment; whereas the duties of Afiatic women con-
fifting only in having the cuftody of the hufband's pro-
perty, and bringing up the children, they have no
occafion for fuch experience, or for laying afide their
own cuftom of concealment What has been juft
faid, was to fhow that the Afiatic women have no
neceffity to expofe their perfons; but it inuft alfo be
obferved that they have many realbns for preferring
privacy. One is the love of leifure, and repofe from
the fatigue of motion; a fecond, their defire of pre*
ferving their honour by not mixing with the vulgar,
nor fuffering the infults of the low and rude, who
are always paffing along the ftreets* This feeling
they have in common with the wives of European
noblemen, who, to preferve their dignity, are never
feen walking on the ftreets; and alib with ladies in
private life, who, when walking out at night, and
even in the day, are always attended by a male
friend, or fervant, who prote&s them*

* THE notion \vhich the European women have*
that the women of Afia never fee a manVface but
their hufba&dX and are debarred from all amufe-
ment and fociety, proceeds entirely from mifiafor*
mation: they can keep company with their huf-
band's and father's male relations, and with old
neighbours and dpmeftics; and at meals there are
always many men aaad women of this defcriptioji
prefe&t; and they can go in palankeens to the

U 4                          houfes